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distracted  glare'  and a dagger  used, with a laugh, against
herself,

Mrs. Siddons would have chosen the more ornate part
of Euphrasia, in The Grecian Daughter, but 'Mr, Sheridan,
senior,' knew that her strength lay in pathos, and persuaded
her into undertaking the character that would give her most
opportunity.

It is disconcerting to learn that, in obedience to our great-
grandfathers' crude views as to value for money, immediately
after sympathising with the anguish of Isabella, people were
supposed to be equally ready to participate in the humours
of the farce, which was William Whitehead's A Trip to Scotland,
In this direction, a change was at hand. By 1784, only two
years after Mrs. Sicldons's uprisal, Tom Davies entered in his
Dramatic Miscellanies^ " The farces, which used to raise mirth
in an audience after a tragedy, now fail of that effect from
Mrs. Sidclons's having so absolutely depressed the spirits of the
audience."

The new actress scored a magnificent success in Isabella
acting it eight times in the first three weeks, and sixteen times
more between November and the June of 1783. It evei
remained her favourite non-Shakespearean part with audiences.
It was one of those she most fully realised, for, with a few
exceptions, the characters in which she excelled were characters
in which the motherly side of feminine emotion predominated.
To her, the part of Juliet was not simpatica. Similarly, as
Boaden acutely observes, her Jane Shore was convincing as
to everything save as to the fact that Jane Shore had been
an adulteress.1 Her air of command, alone, visually banished
the notion of frailty, and in her own nature she had nothing
of the grande amoureuse.

The effect the restored debutante produced on her audience
was prodigious, and full-handed thunder greeted this apparition
of sensibility and power, To ancient Macklin, seated in the
front boxes, a mild gentleman remarked, " I think the new
actress promises well," " I think she performs well," snarled
the veteran. With every act, enthusiasm grew greater. At the

1 A similar remark was made, later, by Fanny Kemble concerning Mrs, Siddons's
Mrs. Haller,tress of poverty remarries, for her child's sake, and finds
